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Above: LIFE members enjoyed the Orlando Wetlands tour last 

month.
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2019 is already 6 weeks old… 
long enough to have made 
(and ignored) those pesky 
resolutions many folks seem to 
believe so crucial. I personally 
reduce one step by never 
making any! 
    I don’t know how many of 
you realize that this is one of 
LIFE’s busiest times for our 
volunteers. 
• The Nominating Committee is 
accepting nominations for 
upcoming vacancies on the 
Board of Directors. Look  

elsewhere in the LIFEtimes for 
information about how to 
secure yourself a nomination. 
Serving on the Board gives an 
incredible opportunity to learn 
about the inner workings of 
LIFE and more depth insight 
about the valuable resource we 
are to the University! Arnold 
Bierman, Nominating 
Committee Chair, is looking 
forward to hearing from you! 
• Experiential Learning trips 
have been planned and are 
ready for you to sign up on our 
website. There is a list of 
upcoming events in this 
newsletter. 
• Membership is preparing to 
accept dues for the 2019-20 
school year from current 
members and those individuals 
who want to join us and are 
patiently waiting for an 
invitation. It sounds easy but it 
is a huge job! 
• Curriculum is already working 
on the plethora of topics that  
 

will entertain us beginning 
the end of August…another 
big endeavor! 
• The end of year Showcase is 
in full preparation mode and 
plans are in place to make it 
bigger and better than ever! 
WOW! So much happening. 
As always, if you are 
interested in any volunteer 
positions for LIFE, contact 
Leslie or any department 
chair. Whether you would like 
to work for a month or two or 
all year, we have something 
for you! 
Additionally, keep letting Alli 
or me know of anything you’d 
like to see added to the 
LIFEtimes and/or if you’d like 
to submit an article. Don’t 
forget to volunteer to be a 
spotLIFE member! We have 
heard so many positive 
comments about this 
monthly feature; but need 
YOU to keep it going. My 
email is agorgail@gmail.com. 
Happy Valentine’s Day to 
each of you! ❤  
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WORD FROM 

OUR LIFE 
PRESIDENT

CHARGE 
ON:

Sincerely,

Julian Meitin
President

Some reflections from your 
President as we approach the 
end of my two years in office. 
 There have been important 
workings of the Board that do 
not get the attention of the 
general membership behind the 
scenes and rarely reported. For 
Example: A committee chaired 
by Lee Cross with the assistance 
of Judy Luckett, Marcy Kysilka 
and Linda Shaheen have been 
diligently working on our Life 
Bylaws and Policies to update 
and make consistent and clear. 
This sort of essential background 
work is much needed and 
important to a smoothly run 
organization.
 Our Vice President, Todd Bowers 
has put much thought into 
committee structure and 
operations since last fall. The 
result has been to shrink the 
number of standing committees 
to match our Strategic Goals (a 
formal document) and to match 
these purposes. Board members 
will be expected to have a 
portfolio that assures each Board 
Member has a role in some 
standing committee. That is to 
say we want a working Board; 
not one there for the perceived 
status, but one of 

accomplishment.
I must comment formally of my 
personal disappointment in not 
being able to implement the live 
streaming of our sessions for 
those members unable to attend 
and or far away, etc. We did 
confirm that there is appropriate 
technology to accomplish the 
task. However, we were stymied 
from an unexpected quarter. The 
curriculum committee 
determined that there was 
considerable objection from 
some of our speakers to a 
widespread use of the internet 
for their talks. This is in the area 
of intellectual property and 
information they did not mind 
being used to sincere senior 
learners but not over the internet 
to the general public. Recently, 
we have had an overture from 
the new Downtown Campus of 
UCF to consider a branch 
membership or occasional 
meeting in the new campus. That 
will be the subject of a visit with 
them on Feb 4th. To that end we 
have asked Tim Mathews to get a 
membership population by zip 
code to determine where our 800 
members live.

Our budget process is not to be a 
mystery to the membership. In 
order to run a sound operation, it 
was decided, by the Board, to 
raise the dues $10 for next year. 
Not only do the organization’s 
expenses go up annually, but we 
would rather small increments 
and not have large raises. For 
example, our speakers have been 
paid an honorarium of $100 for 
the entire 27 years of LIFE's 
existence.  We are very far behind 
the scale of speaking $ scale so 
we have raised our honorarium 
to $150. That takes up the entire 
increase. We also have 
technology gaps in our 
equipment provided by the 
Student Union. We are working 
on that and we will purchase and 
donate what is needed.
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LIFE@UCF Day for UCF 
Women’s Softball will be on 
Saturday,  February 23rd at 
3:30 vs Penn State and 5:30 
vs Pitt. (double header – 
LIFE members can go to 
both or one!). 

Special bingo games will be 
going on between innings 
along with prizes and 
activities throughout the 
games! 
 

UCF Celebrates the Arts
UCF Celebrates the Arts is an 
annual showcase featuring an 
interactive exhibition of student 
artworks in the areas of Visual and 
Performing Arts. In addition to the 
products and performances of the 
arts units, each year there are 
projects that demonstrate the 
arts vital role in innovation, 
communication and fostering 
creativity across all disciplines. 
The festival provides a platform to 
share with Orlando and the 
Central Florida region the 
collaboration that occurs among 
all the units at the University of 
Central Florida and also with our 
community partners. UCF’s 
commitment to interdisciplinary 
activities and partnerships is well 
established and the festival 
celebrates these relationships as 
it demonstrates the university’s 
strong positive impact in Central 
Florida and beyond. 
 

                                                                      
       THE ENTIRE SCHEDULE CAN 
BE VIEWED AT 
HTTPS://ARTS.CAH.UCF.EDU/EVE 
NTS-PREVIEW/ 
1. Visit the schedule page, 
https://arts.cah.ucf.edu/schedule 
/ on February 21 at noon to 
reserve your tickets for each 
event. Some events have free 
tickets, others require a small 
charge with reserved seating. 
2. Print your tickets at home and 
arrive early to check out the 
ongoing exhibits throughout Dr. 
Phillips Center for the Performing 
Arts. Your reserved seat means 
you don’t have to wait in line! 
Many events are free with a 
general admission ticket 
reservation. The base ticket price 
is $5 to reserve a seat at select 
performances, with some 
premium seats available at 
higher prices, depending on the  

event. 
Tickets will be required to enter 
Dr. Phillips Center for the 
Performing Arts. 
All events for UCF Celebrates 
the Arts 2018 will be held at Dr. 
Phillips Center for the 
Performing Arts. 
 
If you have any questions about 
tickets or transportation, please 
contact the School of 
Performing Arts Box Office at 
407-823-1500. 

how to celebrate:
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Alarms! Bomb threats! 
Asbestos! …oh my! 
    Teaching in a university 
environment has challenges. 
One is the possibility of external 
forces disrupting class. Most of 
these, like building 
construction or repairs, are 
thoughtfully planned. Others 
are caused by nefarious human 
action. In 1989-1990, a UCF 
example of the first was a major 
asbestos removal program 
across campus. During that 
time UCF was also impacted by 
a string of the “nefarious 
human action” type challenges 
in the form of false bomb 
threats. In January of 1990 
these became linked. 
    For the asbestos removal, 
university officials vigilantly 
ensured all safety precautions 
were taken while causing 
minimal campus activity 
disruption. In the case of the 
bomb threats, fire alarms were 
used to notify building 
occupants of a need to leave 
the building. Knowing it was 
likely a false alarm, everyone 
simply stood on lawns and 
sidewalks near the impacted 
building until hearing the old 
clear. (Hopefully they stood at 
least 400 feet away from the 
building as we in LIFE@UCF 
know to do.)  Since some 
classes were impacted more 
than once (there was a rumor 
the calls were made by 
individuals trying to avoid 
exams), faculty and students 
got good at grabbing a few 
notebooks as they left the 
building. Where there was  
 
 

by Diane
Wink

alarming times:
While parking is the chief nuisance today, 
UCF students and faculty once contended 
with asbestos and bomb threats

nearby lawn and shade some 
classes and even exams 
continued until the building 
was cleared for reentry. Staff 
enjoyed an extra break. Luckily 
there were no bombs and no 
one was reported injured as 
result of the building 
evacuations. 
   On a Friday in January of 
1990, the fire alarm went off in 
the then Health and Physics 
(now Mathematical Sciences) 
building. Students, faculty and 
staff calmly exited and 
gathered in their usual “false 
bomb threat” class and break 
spots under a large oak and 
waited for the “all clear,” 
which never came. Turns out, 
workers adjusting the sticky 
door of a utility room in a hall 
with four faculty offices, were 
shaving off a bit of the door 
bottom. Suddenly they 
realized the particulate falling 
to the floor was asbestos not 
sawdust!! The fire alarm was 
used to quickly evacuate the 
building to prevent inhalation 
of the toxic substance. The 
building was then closed until 
the clean-up was finished. 
Special arrangements had to 
be made to get essential 
belongings left behind by  

students, faculty and staff 
who thought they would, as 
usual, be quickly back. 
  Clean up progressed quickly 
with two glitches. Though all 
but the office suite where the 
asbestos-lined door was 
located were cleared for 
occupancy after the 
weekend, the building’s air 
conditioner was accidentally 
turned on early Monday and 
could have recirculated 
asbestos dust from the 
impacted area throughout 
the building. The building 
had to be closed another day 
until the final “all clear” 
could be announced. 
  Occupants of the four 
offices in the hallway with 
the problem door were 
blocked from their offices for 
several additional days. But, 
when allowed back, they 
found most all their office 
contents had been moved 
during the decontamination 
process and mixed together 
when “put back”. Was a 
great time to do that office 
reorganization as they got 
books, files and office 
supplies back in the right 
location.  

left: a UCF 
newspaper 
documented 
the events.
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Lunch With LIFE 
LIFE and the Burnett Honors College will 

host another Lunch With LIFE program 

on Tuesday, March 3rd.  12 LIFE students 

and a group of Honors students will 

attend a 10:30 LIFE program and then 

return to the Honors College building for

a catered lunch and discussion of the 

lecture. Lecture seating will be reserved 

for LIFE participants and BHC students. 

Check the Tuesday email blast on 

February 12th, 2019 for sign-up 

information.   






